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there was so much heavy rain, and thunder and lightning,
that it seemed as if both heaven and earth would be de-
stroyed.    A black man and two Spaniards were struck by
lightning in the brigantine, and killed by it, and the rest of
the crew were greatly alarmed.1   The captain of the vessel
approached the  mainland, with the  intention  of landing
wherever he saw any Indian habitations, to obtain provi-
sions, but after seeking on foot for eight days, without find-
ing anything save woods and swamps, and mountains that
were astonishing even to the eye, he returned along the
coast with very great labour; scarcely eating anything but
large snails, and some wild fruits that are found in those
woods, on which the apes feed, who are continually leaping
about the trees.    He led us to where the governor wasa and
the brigantine did not enter the harbour for about twenty
days after us.    The governor immediately sent it back to
Nombre de Dios to collect more men, and we rested a few
days.   Meanwhile we caught a great many turtles of immense
size, for during four months they flock to the beach to lay
their eggs, and they are consequently found there in im-
mense numbers; like crocodiles, they lay them in the sand,
and there the intense heat of the sun hatches the young
turtles.    We took off the shells, and collecting the fat, tried
it down, and filled large earthen jars.   We also salted some
of the flesh, but it soon spoiled; though when fresh it was
very wholesome and excellent eating.    The first day that
we entered the port, the governor graciously placed me at
his table, and took pleasure in conversing with me.    The
greater part of his conversation was about gold, and silver,
1 It will he recollected how greatly Columbus was assaulted hy gales,
and thunder and lightning, at this very spot; when he and his men were
struggling against all the elements and dreading them all, the rain
threatening another universal deluge the while. Among other meteoro-
logical phenomena related by Ferdinand Colon, was a waterspout so
dangerous, that if it had not been dispersed by saying the gospel of St.
John, they had certainly been sunk! (Trans.)